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Abstract
the United States of America toward the Kurdish problem in Iraq and the
nature of the relationship between the Kurds and the Iraqi government
during the period (1945-1961). The Kurdish issue is considered one of the
most prominent national issues in the Middle East due to its political,
geopolitical, and economic dimensions, in addition to its connection with
the developments of international conflict during the Cold War. Following
the end of the Second World War, the Kurdish issue witnessed significant
transformations, accompanied by growing international interest,
particularly from the United States and the Soviet Union. The study aims
to analyze U.S. policy toward the Kurds in Iraq and to demonstrate the
extent to which the rivalry between the two superpowers influenced
international positions regarding this issue. The research also addresses the
nature of the relationship between the Kurds and the Iragi government,
especially during the period following the July 14 Revolution of 1958,
which represented an important turning point in modern Iraqi political

history. During this phase, an initial rapprochement emerged between the
Kurdish leadership and the new Iraqi government headed by Abdul Karim
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Qasim. However, this relationship later deteriorated due to the failure to
implement promises related to the national rights of the Kurds. The study
concludes that the position of the United States toward the Kurdish issue
was characterized by caution and pragmatism. American support for the
Kurds was not based on recognition of their national rights as much as it
was linked to the calculations of international rivalry and the strategic
interests of the United States in the region, particularly in light of its
concerns about the expansion of Soviet influence in Irag. The study further
shows that the deterioration of relations between the Kurds and the Iraqi
government contributed to the escalation of political and military tensions
in northern lragq, which paved the way for the outbreak of armed
confrontations between the two sides in the early 1960s.
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