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Linguistic Discourse in the Commission of Linguistic Criminal Acts
Abstract:
Language is the fundamental tool of communication and a core element of human activity,
while law is one of the fields most closely intertwined with both humanity and language.
This research falls within the scope of Forensic Linguistics, focusing on crimes that
primarily rely on the use of language. It examines linguistic crimes in criminal law as a
shared socio-legal and linguistic phenomenon. Forensic linguistics serves as a discourse
that bridges language with the judiciary, law, and crime, representing a nexus between legal
frameworks and linguistic performance. Language functions either as a regulatory tool for
legal documentation and analysis or as the very corpus of a legal case. In both instances:
1. Language is used as evidence by legal professionals (lawyers, judges, etc.) to
investigate crimes.
2. Language itself is the instrument of the crime, such as in ransom notes, cybercrimes,
linguistic coercion, threats, incitement, and sexual harassment.
The study emphasizes the types and characteristics of linguistic crimes rather than legal
procedures or penalties, as the primary objective is linguistic identification, which logically
precedes judicial sentencing. In this research, any linguistic expression (spoken, written, or
visual)—even a single word or an emoji—is treated as discourse.
The research seeks to address the following questions:
. How do "speech acts" transform into legal "criminal acts" within the relationship
between language and crime?
« How does a forensic linguist define the boundaries of a linguistic crime?
« Can dialectal misunderstandings lead to the commission of a linguistic crime?
The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. The analysis transcends mere
semantic meaning, employing Pragmatic Theory to gain a deeper understanding of
criminal intent.
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