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Abstract

Human trafficking is one of the most
serious organized crimes that threatens
human dignity and fundamental rights. Its
victims are numerous and include women,
children, migrant workers, and other
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awareness about the seriousness of the
crime and how to report it. The research
concludes that criminalizing human
trafficking remains a fundamental step, but
it does not achieve the goals of deterrence
and protection unless it is supported by

effective  implementation based on
coordination, political will, and
institutional support.

Keywords: Human trafficking -

Criminal law — Law enforcement —
Palermo Protocol — Victim protection —
Organized crime — National legislation —
Combating trafficking in persons.
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vulnerable groups. Despite legislative
efforts by states to combat this crime, a
gap persists between legal texts and their
practical  application, limiting  the
effectiveness of legal responses to this
phenomenon. This research reviews the
legislative  development of  human
trafficking in national and international
laws, particularly the United Nations
Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime and the Palermo
Protocol, which defines the crime, its
elements, and its various forms, such as
sexual exploitation, forced labor, organ
removal, and exploitation in begging or
domestic service. The research also
discusses the extent to which domestic
legislation in several Arab countries aligns
with international standards, highlighting
legal amendments aimed at increasing
penalties and expanding the scope of
criminalization. The research focuses on
the challenges facing the implementation
of legal texts, most notably the lack of
training among relevant agencies, weak
coordination between security and judicial
institutions, the difficulty in identifying
victims due to fear or ignorance of their
rights, and the prevalence of transnational
trafficking networks. The research also
indicates that some countries suffer from
deficiencies in legal and social protection
mechanisms for victims, which
exacerbates their suffering and reduces
their ability to cooperate with judicial
authorities. The research also addresses
mechanisms for enhancing practical
implementation, including the
establishment of specialized investigation
and follow-up units, the development of
victim  protection and rehabilitation
programs, and the strengthening of
international cooperation in information
exchange and training. Furthermore, it
highlights the importance of raising public
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