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Intertextuality in the Iraqi Folk Tales
MURTADHA OLEIWI ABDULLAH
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Abstract

The perspective of intertextuality can offer a set of analytical tools for probing interactions, allusions and
modifications between literary genres. Yet using intertextual theory in folk narratives poses
methodological problems the comparably stable structure of the folk tale and the complications of critical
jargon in contemporary textual analysis. This study explains the functions of these mechanisms within
popular narrative discourse and examines the intertextuality mechanisms in Iraqi folk tales. The study
relies on materials published in the journal Al-Turath Al-Sha ‘bi Journal, which is dedicated to folklore and
heritage studies. The analysis indicates that the most prevalent pattern in the selected texts is evocation, a
notion which can be interchangeably used with intertextuality. These findings also highlight a heavy
reliance on the Qur’an, this stems from the foundations of folk tales in popular psyches and their adjacency
to the cultural-religious nostalgia existing within Iraqi society. The study includes a conceptual
introduction, three sections on structural intertextuality, inversion, and substitution, and a conclusion
summarizing the main findings.

Keywords: evocation, functions, intertextuality, reference text, sequence
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