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Abstract:
Criminal evidence in Iraq has witnessed
remarkable development in light of
scientific and technological advancements.
Modern scientific methods have emerged
as effective tools for detecting crimes and
identifying perpetrators, thus contributing
to the efficiency of the criminal justice
system. Reliance is no longer limited to
traditional evidence such as confessions
and testimony, but has expanded to

include advanced methods such as DNA
fingerprinting, digital forensics, biometric
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techniques, and audio and video
recordings.
Although Iraqgi legislation, particularly the
amended Criminal Procedure Code No. 23
of 1971, did not explicitly address these
methods upon its enactment, it affirmed
the principle of the criminal judge's
freedom to form their conviction based on
the presented evidence. This allowed for
the use of modern scientific methods as
technical evidence subject to the court's
discretion. The Iraqgi judiciary has also
played a significant role in establishing the
admissibility of these methods, especially
in complex criminal cases.
The importance of these methods lies in
their scientific accuracy and ability to
minimize human error. However, their use
raises legal issues concerning their
legitimacy, particularly regarding the
protection of the accused's constitutional
rights, such as the right to privacy and
bodily integrity, and the necessity of
obtaining evidence through lawful means.
Hence, the challenge lies in striking a
balance between society's interest in
combating crime and the accused's
guarantees of a fair trial.
Therefore, developing the Iraqgi legal
framework to accommodate these methods
has become an urgent necessity. This
requires establishing clear legislation that
defines the conditions for their use and
their admissibility, thereby enhancing the
effectiveness of criminal justice and
.safeguarding public rights and freedoms
Keywords: Modern scientific methods,
Iragi law, Code of Criminal Procedure,
forensic evidence, DNA fingerprinting,
digital evidence
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