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Abstract

This research examines the manifestations of British penetration in Iraq during the second half
of the nineteenth century, by studying the political, economic, and strategic dimensions that
prompted Britain to strengthen its influence in the region. It investigates the geographical
importance of Iraq as a link between the Arabian Gulf and India, which made it a focus of British
policy in the context of protecting trade routes and communications to its eastern colonies,
especially India.The research also highlights the means adopted by Britain to achieve its
objectives, such as commercial activity, the opening of consulates, the expansion of the role of
foreign companies, aswell as the exploitation of economic concessions and river navigation in
the Tigrisand Euphratesrivers. It also addresses the role of missionary expeditions and British
travelers in gathering information and strengthening British influence within Iraqgi society.
The research also focuses on the Ottoman Empire's stance on this penetration and the
measures it took to limit foreign influence, in addition to clarifying the political and economic
repercussions of the increased British presence in Iraq, which later paved the way for the
growth of direct British intervention at the beginning of the twentieth century. The research
concludes that British penetration was not merely an economicor diplomaticactivity, but rather
part of along-term strategic colonial project aimed at strengthening British hegemony in the
region.
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