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Abstract

This study examines the interpretive role of the occasions of revelation (Asbab al-Nuziil) in
guiding Qur’anic meaning through a foundational and applied approach that highlights the
status of this discipline and its profound impact on achieving a sound understanding of the
Qur’anic text. The study is grounded in the premise that the Holy Qur’an was not revealed in
isolation from the lived reality of people and their circumstances; rather, it was revealed
progressively in response to events, questions, and incidents. Consequently, knowledge of the
occasions of revelation constitutes a central tool for uncovering divine intent, resolving
ambiguity, eliminating apparent contradictions, and preferring one exegetical opinion over
another when interpretations diverge.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, relying on authentic narrations
related to the occasions of revelation and analyzing them in light of established principles of
Qur’anic exegesis and scholarly criteria of preference. The study is divided into two main
sections. The first provides a theoretical grounding of the concept of the occasions of
revelation, clarifies their governing principles, and discusses their significance in Qur’anic
interpretation, while also presenting scholars’ views on their importance and the risks
associated with ignorance of them. The second section is devoted to selected applied examples
that demonstrate the practical effect of the occasions of revelation in directing the semantic
interpretation of Qur’anic verses, clarifying divine intent, removing misconceptions, and
weighing exegetical opinions. This is particularly evident in a number of verses whose
meanings cannot be properly understood without reference to their occasions of revelation.

The study concludes that the science of the occasions of revelation is not merely a form of
historical knowledge, but rather a fundamental methodological pillar in Qur’anic exegesis.
Neglecting this science or misapplying it may lead to deviation in understanding or errors in
interpretation. Accordingly, the study recommends strict adherence to a disciplined scholarly
methodology when dealing with the occasions of revelation, particularly with regard to the
authenticity of narrations and the implications of context, in order to preserve the integrity of
Qur’anic interpretation and to serve its higher objectives.

Keywords: Occasions of Revelation (Asbab al-Nuzil), Qur’anic Exegesis, Meaning
Orientation, Qur’anic Textual Significance, Exegetical Preference, Qur’anic Context, Qur’anic
Sciences
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