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Abstract

The relationship between rural and urban areas in Western Europe was
complex, intertwined, and characterized by integration, particularly in the
city-states of the Italian peninsula and France. The study of social and
economic conditions in rural areas, especially the laws governing
relationships between individuals in rural society, became crucial. This study
focuses on the role of laws in regulating rural affairs and the impact of this
regulation on European society in general. A prime example of this study is
found in the Tuscany region of ltaly.

This system shaped the famous landscape of Tuscany and central Italy,
with its isolated stone houses perched atop hills surrounded by cypress and
olive trees—a scene immortalized in the paintings of Renaissance artists. The
mezzadria served as a transitional system between old feudalism and modern
capitalism, transforming agriculture from a mere means of subsistence into a
structured investment that contributed to financing the cultural renaissance in
the cities. The mizadria system, or as it is known in France, the mitag, was
one of those important laws that, until the beginning of the twentieth century,
was the main regulator of the relationship between the large landowners and
the workers on it, and the most important reason for the emergence of the
political entities called the Italian city-states, which Europe was not
accustomed to seeing until the beginning of the middle of the thirteenth
century and beyond, and the main source of financing the economy of the
European Renaissance, which was reflected positively on raising the artistic,
political and scientific level of the outputs of the Renaissance era. In other
words, if the Tuscan countryside had not been organized according to those
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laws, what is called the culture of the European Renaissance era would not
have appeared..

Keywords :Mezzadria, Métayage Tuscany, European Renaissance, European
countryside.
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