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Semantic Broadening in Pragmatics: Kurdish as a Model
Abstract
This study examines meaning from a social perspective under the title “Semantic Broadening in
Pragmatics.” To achieve this aim, the research framework relies on Relevance Theory developed
by Dan Sperber and Deirdre Wilson. The data of the study are collected within the scope of the
Northern and Southern Kurmanji dialects of the Kurdish language. Semantic broadening is
considered one of the fundamental principles of pragmatics, as it explains how the meanings of
words and sentences in actual use go beyond their lexical definitions and acquire broader and
more precise meanings depending on context and the speaker’s intention. In pragmatics, meaning
Is not determined solely by linguistic definitions; rather, it is shaped by external factors such as the
speech situation, shared knowledge, the relationship between speaker and listener, and the
intention of conveying the message. Within this framework, semantic broadening functions as an
important mechanism for constructing pragmatic understanding.In modern pragmatic theories, it is
assumed that the listener attempts to find an interpretation that provides the greatest cognitive
effect with the least processing effort. In this process, when the lexical meaning is not sufficient to
convey the intended message, the meaning is pragmatically expanded so that the message can be
properly understood. Semantic broadening appears in various forms, such as metaphor,
exaggeration (hyperbole), semantic loosening, and the use of general expressions. For example,
when it is said, “This book is heavy,” the meaning of the word heavy shifts from its physical sense
to the meaning of difficulty in understanding. This shift occurs through context and the shared
knowledge between the interlocutors.
Similarly, the expression “I am fasting” in many cases does not only mean abstaining from food,
but may also indicate moral and behavioral restraint in a social context, such as refraining from
gossip, lying, or deception, or aiming to gain the trust and approval of the surrounding community.
Keywords: Semantic Broadening , Context, Sociolinguistics, Taboo, Gender.
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