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Principles of Coexistence Among Peoples in Kurdish Language Textbooks in the Second
Cycle of Education in Kurdistan Region Schools
1-Dr. sdiq awrahman ali, 2-Thuraya ahmed abdulla
1+2 Civil Development Organization

Abstract

Coexistence among peoples is one of the most significant social and humanitarian issues in the
contemporary era, as today's societies live beyond the boundaries of a single social, cultural, and
religious identity more than ever before. The Kurdistan Region, as a diverse area characterized by
a mixture of religions and ethnicities and a multifaceted human landscape, represents a particularly
suitable environment for researching this topic. This study aims to analyze and identify the
principles of coexistence among peoples in Kurdish language textbooks used in the second cycle
of education (4th, 5th, and 6th grades) in Kurdistan Region schools. The primary objective of the
research is to determine whether the content of these textbooks incorporates the social, cultural,
religious, and humanitarian foundations of coexistence among diverse peoples, and whether these
contents are reflected in the text passages, illustrations, stories, and educational activities. The
study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical approach, employing Content Analysis as the
primary data collection and analysis tool. The research sample consists of Kurdish language
textbooks for the second cycle used in Kurdistan Region schools.

The findings revealed that the textbooks do include some principles of coexistence, such as
interpersonal coexistence, mutual respect, and shared participation in daily life. However, other
principles — such as recognition of diverse communities, respect for religious and cultural
differences, coexistence among various societal groups, and encouragement of individuals to
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accept others who are different — received less attention or were insufficiently addressed in terms
of content. Based on its findings, the study presents several important recommendations,
including: enriching the content of textbooks to encompass the characteristics of diverse peoples;
increasing the inclusion of socially and religiously diverse stories and illustrations within reading
texts; and preparing teachers to deliver instruction on the subject of coexistence among peoples,
beginning at the second cycle level. This study can serve as an incentive for education officials
and textbook authoring institutions to place greater emphasis on the principles that elevate the
quality of coexistence among peoples, particularly in the first cycle of education, where the
foundations of children's thinking and ethical formation are established.

Keywords: Coexistence among peoples, principles of coexistence, textbooks, Kurdish language,
cultural diversity, educational content.
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