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A Descriptive and Analytical Study
*ua darh daaa Laa PP

) SN and [ Al o shd A [ gl el daala

Abstract

This research presents an analytical and critical study of Hayakal al-Nur al-Ishraqiyyah (IIIuminationist
Temples of Light) by Imam Shihab al-Din al-Suhrawardi (d. 587 AH), addressing a central epistemological
question:how does al-Suhrawardi construct, across his Seven Temples, an integrated cognitive system that
transcends Peripatetic philosophy toward a full ontology of Light, and what are the epistemic implications of
this construction for the problems of body, soul, prophethood, and eschatology? The research makes three
original scholarly contributions absent from previous studies:first, a systematic analysis of the organic
interconnection of the Seven Temples as an ascending gradation rather than disparate topics; second, a
documentation of al-Suhrawardi's departure from the Peripatetics in the question of celestial motion and its
consequences for his system; and third, a critical engagement with classical objections raised by al-Jurjani
and Ibn Khaldun against llluminationist epistemology. The study demonstrates that Hayakal al-Nur constitutes
the foundational cornerstone of al-Suhrawardi's llluminationist project prior to its culmination in Hikmat al-
Ishraq, and that the concept of Light therein functions as a fundamental ontological category that reconstructs
the relationship between God, humanity, and the cosmos on the basis of illumination and divine manifestation

rather than mere mechanical causality.

* Asst. Lect. Ahmed Mohammed Toama Habib
ahmeed.m.tuamma@gmail.com
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