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Abstract:

This study addresses a crucial topic in the political and intellectual history
of Andalusia: the Umayyad caliphs' accusations of heresy and atheism
against scholars. This study examines the sometimes tense relationship
between political authority and the scholarly and intellectual class. The study
first examines the historical background of the Umayyad state in Andalusia,
explaining the nature of its emergence, the development of its ruling system,
and its transformation from an emirate to a caliphate. It then discusses the
relationship between the caliphs and scholars, including periods of
rapprochement and conflict. The second section focuses on the concept of
heresy and atheism in Islamic thought and the foundations upon which these
accusations were based from a jurisprudential and political perspective. It
also analyzes the underlying reasons behind them, which were often related
to the struggle for power or the threat to the caliphs' influence from
independent scholars and thinkers. The third section sheds light on the most
prominent accused scholars, such as Ibn Hazm and Ibn Masarra, explaining
the contexts that led to their accusations and the resulting consequences,
such as the suppression of thought, the exile or execution of some scholars,
and the impact this had on intellectual life and the scholariy movement in
Andalusia. The study concludes that these accusations were often a political

tool to silence dissent, rather than a purely religious issue.
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