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Abstract

This study examines the various settings employed by Iragi author Falah Rahim in his
novel * The Sound of Drums from far*, namely hostile, familiar, closed, and open spaces.
These settings form the backdrop against which the events unfold, and what distinguishes this
work is that it offers a true depiction resulting from the author’s real-life experiences during
the Iran-lrag War. Thus, the settings appear clearly and explicitly, without artistic
manipulation, revealing the conflict and turbulent conditions in Iraq. In his narrative structure,
the novelist focused on the duality of place, depicting the hostile setting—which bears the
marks of pain and frustration due to the deteriorating political conditions the country
endured— and we find the opposite in the familiar setting, which is characterized by comfort
and tranquility, as well as the closed, confined space in its ugliest, most repulsive form, and
the open, expansive space for positive emotions. This work is divided into two parts,

theoretical and practical, to explore the diverse settings in the novel.

*Assist. Lecturer: Ayat Mohammed Younis

ayat. mohamd @hiuc.edu.iq
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