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Abstract:

This study examines interpretive ijtihad through Qur’anic narratives and
parables, as two of the most prominent rhetorical and pedagogical methods employed
by the Qur’anic discourse to convey guidance, establish doctrinal meanings, and
direct human behavior. The research aims to clarify the concept of Qur’anic narrative
and parable in terms of their definitions, characteristics, and types, while exploring
their semantic and rhetorical dimensions and their role in constructing exegetical
meaning and enriching interpretation. It also seeks to demonstrate their effectiveness
in rendering metaphysical concepts more accessible and in instilling ethical and
educational values. Furthermore, the study highlights practical applications of this
interpretive approach in the exegesis of Shaykh Wahbah al-Zuhayli in his work al-
Tafsir al-Munir, through the analysis of selected examples that illustrate his
methodological use of narratives and parables in serving Qur’anic meanings.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology based on examining
relevant Qur’anic texts on narratives and parables and analyzing them in light of
classical and modern exegetical scholarship, with particular emphasis on al-Zuhayli’s
insights. It further investigates how he employs these rhetorical forms to interpret
verses and relate them to doctrinal, pedagogical, and social contexts. Linguistic and
rhetorical sources are also utilized to identify the precise semantic dimensions of
narratives and parables and to uncover their functional and aesthetic impact.
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The study concludes with several significant findings. Qur’anic narratives
function as an effective means of strengthening faith, developing spiritual awareness,
and linking divine laws with human reality. Qur’anic parables contribute to
concretizing abstract meanings and presenting them in vivid, perceptible forms that
enhance comprehension and reflection. The diversity of Qur’anic styles in presenting
narratives and parables represents an aspect of its rhetorical and legislative
inimitability. The study also demonstrates that al-Zuhayli’s methodology is
characterized by an integration of rhetorical analysis and pedagogical inference,
along with a clear emphasis on connecting the Qur’anic text to contemporary life,
thereby enhancing the practical relevance of exegesis in guiding human conduct and
shaping values.
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