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Abstract

The study of fanaticism is of great importance in the present time, as it directly
affects the unity of the Muslim Ummah and the bonds of faith-based
brotherhood, and contributes to the revival of division and discord. Through
defining fanaticism, it has been shown that it refers to blind adherence to the
opinion of a jurist, a particular school of thought, or an Islamic sect, which
leads to the rejection of truth when clear evidence appears. This, in turn, results
in intellectual rigidity that has negatively impacted the structure of the Islamic

society, fragmenting it and sowing the seeds of division and disagreement
among its members.

The researcher identified several forms of fanaticism, such as partisan,
nationalist, and tribal fanaticism, as well as the causes that lead to it, based on
the views and analyses of scholars. These causes include ignorance of the true
nature of matters, refusal to listen to others, blind imitation, intellectual
isolation, mental rigidity, and rejection of opposing opinions. The study
concludes that Islam confronted fanaticism at its roots by reminding human
beings of their common origin in order to eliminate arrogance and pride, and
by establishing piety as the true criterion of merit among people. It also warned
against the destructive effects of fanaticism on both the individual and society,
clarifying that adherence to it results in division and corruption, whereas
abandoning it leads to unity, social cohesion, and the realization of the
objectives of Islamic law in justice and human brotherhood.

The benefit of studying the prohibition of fanaticism lies in opening the door to
dialogue, examining the opinions of others, and evaluating them through
critical analysis in order to uncover the truth and resolve many scholarly
disagreements. Muslim scholars have historically embodied objectivity,
fairness, and freedom from fanaticism in their academic discussions, making
truth their ultimate goal and the pleasure of God their highest aim.
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