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خطورة الإعلام الجديد عمى شباب العراق: كيف تفاقم منصات مثن "تيك توك" و"فيسبوك" 

 الأزمات الاجتماعية؟
The Dangers of New Media on Iraqi Youth: How Platforms Like TikTok and 

Facebook Amplify Social Crises 
 

Abstract  Keywords  

 

In the context of the new media setting, the article explains that the multifocal risks 
to which the Iraqi young adolescents were exposed, upon which the social (interaction 
and experience) and cognitive risks (interaction with explicit content) got mixed after 
the convergence of the algorithm design and the parallel environment of the post-
conflict society. Though adolescents everywhere across the globe may be just as much 
falling the sufferings discussed (anxiety, paying attention, exposure to risky material), 
[Iraqi teens] have been left even more vulnerable and 62 per cent have stated they had 
experienced anxiety/depression (45 per cent all around the world) and 85 per cent 
reported that they had lost attention as a result of algorithmic dispositions in the short 
term. It is worth mentioning that those single predicaments are converted into social 
disasters by platform structures: 78 percent of users are put in sectarian echo chambers, 
and 47 percent have resulted in an online skirmish followed by a real-world spurt of 
bloodshed. The methodological framework of the study is the qualitative analysis that 
comprises the content analysis of TikTok and Facebook discussions and a case study 
of such events as the Tishreen protests to narrate how engagement-driven algorithms 
are used to enhance divisions in Iraq. Young people and activists interviewed note that 
still more human accounting, three-quarters of them say that it has divided their 
identity between their online and offline selves, and two-thirds of them have failed in 
community trust. Nevertheless, the statistics show that there are ways out; some trends 
that can be measured, like a 4.8x rate of radicalization within a specific subgroup of 
users, may be applied to the identification of targets. The paper supports the conclusion 
that the solution to these harms is to redesign digital ecosystems to pay more attention 
to psychological safety rather than engagement and supporting-from-below social 
cohesion of Iraq. 
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