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Abstract

State responsibility for environmental damage is a pivotal
issue  within public international law, given the
transboundary nature of environmental disasters and
problems and their significant impact on states and the
international community as a whole. It has become widely
accepted that the environment represents a common interest
of humanity, and that any failure by a state to fulfill its
obligations to prevent or mitigate environmental damage
may result in international accountability.

The rules of public international law, whether through
multilateral international agreements or general customs and
principles, have established clear foundations for states'
obligations in the environmental field, foremost among
which is the principle of "not causing harm to others," which
is the fundamental basis for holding states accountable for
environmentally harmful activities. However, implementing
this responsibility faces a number of challenges, most
notably the difficulty of determining the material element of
environmental damage, as it often manifests over the long
term and has complex dimensions.

This is in addition to the difficulty of proving a causal
relationship between harmful activity and its resulting
environmental consequences. Assessing the extent of
environmental damage also represents a legal and scientific
dilemma, as the environment is not merely an economic
resource whose losses can be measured financially; rather, it
1s an integrated system in which health, social, and economic
dimensions intertwine.
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Therefore, compensation in the environmental field is not
limited to redressing material damage alone, but extends
beyond that to include repairing what can be repaired and
restoring environmental balance whenever possible.

Despite the remarkable development witnessed in
international environmental law through agreements such as
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the
Climate Change Convention, and the Convention on
Biological Diversity, the absence of a specialized
international judicial mechanism for resolving environmental
disputes remains a major obstacle to the effectiveness of the
international legal system in this field.

Keywords: International Liability, Environmental
Damage, International Environmental Law, Transboundary
Pollution
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