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Abstract
This study explores the early arrival of Islam in the Indian subcontinent, focusing on
the Cheraman Juma Masjid in Kodungallur, Kerala, regarded as the first mosque built
in the Indian subcontinent¢ It presents the geographical and economic setting of
Kerala before the arrival of Islam, highlighting the diversity of its inhabitants—
Hindus, Buddhists, Christians, and Arab traders¢< The paper examines the legendary
narrative of King Cheraman Perumal’s conversion to Islam, and critically evaluates it
in light of classical Islamic sources and local documents¢ It also analyzes the
mosque’s architectural features, successive renovations, and its socio-cultural role
within the Mappila Muslim community« The study concludes that the mosque stands
as a cultural landmark reflecting the interaction between Islam and the local
environment, and remains a fertile field for further archaeological and historical
research¢
This study highlights that the mosque represents a symbol of interaction between

Islam and the local environment, demonstrating the peaceful arrival of Islam in India

through trade and cultural exchanges rather than conquests«
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