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Abstract

This study addresses the phenomenon of conflicting critical judgments on a single
narrator, one of the most intricate subfields of the science of narrator impugnment
and validation (al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil). It aims to analyze the reasons behind the
variance in the judgments of leading critics—such as Yahya ibn Ma'in, Ahmad ibn
Hanbal, and al-Bukhari—on a specific narrator, and to demonstrate how these
apparent contradictions are resolved. The study adopts an inductive approach in
tracing critics' statements and a comparative-analytical approach in weighing them. It
concludes that this divergence is most often attributable to a shift in the critic's own
scholarly reasoning (ijtihad), discrepancies among the transmitters who narrated from
him, a change in the narrator's own condition across time and place, or differing
methodological schools regarding the criteria of acceptance. It further shows that
such divergence is addressed through established scholarly rules—most notably
reconciling the statements, giving precedence to explained impugnment over
unspecified validation, observing the ranks of critics, and resorting to the empirical
examination of the narrator's transmissions (sabr). The study affirms that this
phenomenon reflects the vitality, flexibility, and precision of Hadith science rather
than any disorder in its method.
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