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Abstract

This research aims to examine the impact of social media determinants on electoral
behavior in light of the major transformation brought about by digital platforms in
patterns of political communication and electoral campaigns. These platforms are no
longer merely tools for transmitting news or exchanging information; rather, they
have become influential spaces for shaping political awareness, building the electoral
agenda, stimulating participation, and directing voters’ attitudes. The research
proceeds from the premise that the influence of social media does not occur in
isolation from its surrounding environment, but is shaped by the nature of the
political and social system, the legal framework regulating digital media, and the
technological determinants related to infrastructure, access costs, the digital divide,
and information competencies. The research adopts the descriptive analytical
approach to clarify the relationship between social media and electoral behavior. It
concludes that digital platforms can contribute to enhancing political participation
and electoral awareness when an appropriate political, legal, and technological
environment is available. However, they may also lead to polarization,
misinformation, and the unconscious shaping of electoral behavior when legal
controls and sufficient digital skills are absent. This makes the regulation of digital
media and the promotion of digital literacy essential requirements for protecting the
integrity of the electoral process and rationalizing voters’ behavior.
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