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Abstract

Windows are among the important architectural elements, as they play an important
role in architecture from a structural standpoint, contributing to reducing part of the
pressure resulting from the weight of the building on the building's foundations, as
well as from a climatic standpoint, as windows help in the entry of lighting and
ventilation into the building units in each building. Without them, those building units
would not be fit for habitation due to the necessity of constantly changing the air and
benefiting from sunlight and its rays for lighting and preventing humidity and the
growth of fungi in the place. The Iragi architect, since the beginnings of architecture
in ancient Irag, realized the importance of this element, so he did not dispense with it
since those beginnings, passing through consecutive historical eras up to our present
day, which confirms the necessity of the existence of this element in architecture and
not just for its importance.

The Iraqgi architecture across consecutive historical eras has known two types of
windows: wall windows and roof windows. Often, the shape of these windows is
rectangular and sometimes square, and to a lesser degree, they have a circular shape.
Despite the large number of window models in Iraqi heritage buildings, we noticed
the scarcity or rarity of circular windows in them. In this research, we reviewed
models of these windows, and tried to find a logical explanation for the scarcity of
circular windows in various types of Iraqi heritage buildings.
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