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Abstract

This article presents a critical study of the book "Al-Tarikh al-Bahir fi Dawlat al-
Atabaka" by 1zz al-Din Ibn al-Athir al-Jazari, as one of the most prominent Muslim
historians of the sixth century AH. Ibn al-Athir is the author of three famous works in
the fields of biographies, genealogy, and history: "Al-Lubab fi Tahdhib al-Ansab",
"Usd al-Ghabah fi Ma'rifat al-Sahabah", and "Al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh", each of which is
recognized as a primary reference and source. The book "Al-Tarikh al-Bahir fi Dawlat
al-Atabaka" is considered one of the most important historical sources concerning the
Zengid state and its pivotal role in countering the Crusader advance. This work not
only records the historical events of that period but also serves as a model for
policymakers. Drawing on his experiences with the Crusades and the political events
of his time, Ibn al-Athir provides an interpretation of Islamic jihad and the
contemporary social and political transformations. Through this book, employing
multiple sources, his own narrations, observations, and hearsay, he presents a picture
of the Zengid era and the political, social, and cultural life of Mosul. In addition to
introducing the book "Al-Tarikh al-Bahir", this article also examines Ibn al-Athir's
writing techniques and his use of literary and rhetorical devices in composing this
book.
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