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Abstract

Gaius Marius radically transformed the Roman army by
creating a formidable fighting force from the impoverished
proletariat. This pivotal step, marked by the abolition of the
property requirement, triggered a series of radical changes in
the army's overall structure, spurring the state's prosperity
and well-being. For the first time in Roman history, the
military burden shifted significantly from the aristocracy,
which had previously monopolized military service, to these
impoverished individuals. This shift played a crucial role in
ensuring the Republic's survival for another century and a
half, marking a significant turning point in its development.
However, this situation was not without its drawbacks: since
these impoverished individuals lacked the necessary
equipment for war and reliable support when not on active
duty, they found themselves increasingly dependent on their
generals at the end of wars rather than on the Senate. This
growing  dependence  effectively  undermined  the
fundamental structures and principles of the Republic. As a
result, the military loyalty that the legions felt toward their
generals undermined the very essence of the Republic.

They were not compelled to fight for the good of their
nation, but rather for a single general, seeking to secure their
personal ambitions, strategic goals, and political position
through acts of bravery and valor on the battlefield. Gaius
Marius's military reforms, however, were a success. They
achieved a remarkable breakthrough in resolving the crisis
plaguing the Roman army, saving Rome from an existential
threat and creating the most powerful war machine the
ancient world had ever known: a strong, professional, highly
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trained, and unified army, both in its organization and
armament. This enabled Rome to later conquer Gaul and
Britain and impose the Roman Peace on the Mediterranean
basin. Marius's reforms represented a subsequent period of
prosperity for the Roman Empire. However, these reforms
were criticized for shifting the soldiers' loyalties from the
state to their commander. Whether intentionally or not,
Marius effectively monopolized military power. This shift is
what made civil war the dominant pattern of political
conflict in the first century BC.

Keywords: Gaius Marius, military reforms, Roman army,
proletariat, Jugurthine Wars
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