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summary

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds, and peace and blessings be

upon our master Muhammad, his family, and all his companions.

This research is devoted to the study of the objective of alleviating hardship
(raf* al-haraj) according to Imam al-Mawsill al-Hanaft in his book al-Ikhtiyar
li-Ta‘lil al-Mukhtar, specifically in the Book of Prayer—through collection and
analysis. The study gathers the relevant issues and clarifies the partial
objectives related to alleviating hardship for the legally responsible person

(mukallaf) in matters of prayer, as established by the author.

The research adopts an inductive and analytical methodology. It traces the
issues in which the concept of alleviating hardship appears either explicitly or
implicitly. Each issue is presented as mentioned in the book, followed by a
critical discussion and clarification of the opinions of the four Sunni schools of

law, with brief reference to their evidences. The juristic proof is then identified,
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the inferred partial objective is outlined, and the relationship between the ruling
and the objective is explained. Terms requiring clarification are also defined

where necessary.

The study concludes that the objective of alleviating hardship is one of the
prominent partial objectives in the Book of Prayer and serves as a guiding
principle in many subsidiary rulings—whether concerning legal excuses,
concessions, or consideration of the circumstances of those legally
accountable. Thus, this research highlights the maqgasid—oriented dimension of
Hanafi jurisprudence and affirms that alleviating hardship is not merely a
general universal maxim, but a practical objective whose effects are clearly

manifested in the reasoning and development of legal rulings.

The research is divided into an introduction, two chapters, and a conclusion.
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