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Peacebuilding and national reconciliation in Bosnia and Herzegovina
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Abstract:

This study examines the path to peacebuilding and national reconciliation in
Bosnia and Herzegovina by analyzing the components of the post-conflict process,
including the accompanying international, regional, and local interventions aimed at

reshaping social and political stability. The study begins with an overview of pre-war
Bosnia, characterized by religious and ethnic pluralism. It then explains how this
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diversity became a source of conflict due to political and ethnic rivalries and the
failure of state institutions to manage pluralism effectively. The study also addresses
the underlying causes of the war and its impact on society and institutional structures.

The study examined four interconnected paths to peacebuilding: peacekeeping,
which provided a minimum level of security; peacemaking, embodied in settlement
agreements; peace enforcement, which represented the most crucial military and
political phase in establishing stability; and the recovery path, which focused on
rebuilding institutions and inter-community relations. In the context of national
reconciliation, the study highlights the importance of the participation of local actors,
particularly Islamic communities and institutions, which contributed to producing a
discourse focused on coexistence and the rejection of violence. It also highlights the
role of the CIM Center, which developed practical programs such as peace camps
and peace caravans, creating spaces for dialogue and renewed communication
among young people from diverse backgrounds.

The study concluded that the Bosnian experience offers a complex example
demonstrating that peace is not merely an event resulting from a political agreement,
but rather a long-term process requiring sustained efforts. It also notes that national
reconciliation in Bosnia remains incomplete but is capable of progressing through
the gradual accumulation of local and international initiatives.

Keywords: Bosnia and Herzegovina, peacebuilding, national reconciliation,
Muslim community, CIM Center.
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('*) Berit Bliesemann de Guevara States of Conflict A case study on peace-building in Bosnia
and Herzegovina Institute for Public Policy Research (London: A special edition of the
worksheet 2009 ) p 8.
('*) Bosnia and Herzegovina - Post-Conflict Peace building CRDCS George Mason
University Summer 2022 in link:
https://masonabroad.gmu.edu/index.cfm?FuseA ction=programs.ViewProgram&Program_I
D=10119
(**)Ibid, p 9.
(*6) T dam.
() Ibid p9.
('®) Hannah Marie Waller Post-Conflict Peacebuilding in Bosnia-Herzegovina Honors Thesis
(Southern New Hampshire: University of New Hampshire 2015) p 15- 17.
19) International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia World Without Genocide in
g
link: https://worldwithoutgenocide.org/genocides-and-conflicts/bosnia/icty
(> HAMZA PRELJEVIC The Role of the Islamic Community in Peace building in Post-War
Bosnia and Herzegovina: Case Study of East Bosnia Insight Turkey (Istanbul: Volume 19

Number 3 2017 ) p 207.
(Y Ibid p 207-p 215.
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(**) 1bid p 224-226.

(**) Mia Fisher International post-conflict peace building in Bosnia and Herzegovina and
Cambodia Published master's thesis ) Virginia: James Madison University - College of
Arts and Letters 2018 ) p 64 — 65.

(**) Hannah Waller Post-Conflict Peacebuilding in Bosnia-Herzegovina University of New
Hampshire Spring 2015 in link: https://www.unh.edu/inquiryjournal/spring-2015/post-conflict-
peacebuilding-bosnia-herzegovina

(*) Center for Peacebuilding (CIM) Peace Insight November 2019 in link:

https://www.peaceinsight.org/ar/organisations/center-for-peacebuilding-
cim/?location=western-balkans&theme

(%) 1 bid.

(*") 1 bid.

(*®) Filip Filipov Post-conflict Peacebuilding: Strategies and Lessons from Bosnia and
Herzegovina, El Salvador and Sierra Leone Some thoughts from the rights to education
and health (Chile / Santiago: University of Santiago - Social Development Division
Human Rights Unit 2006 ) p 23 - 27.
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A. Journals, periodicals, and studies:

1) Berit Bliesemann de Guevara States of Conflict A case study on peace-
building in Bosnia and Herzegovina Institute for Public Policy Research
(London: A special edition of the worksheet 2009 )

2) HAMZA PRELJEVIC The Role of the Islamic Community in Peace building
in Post-War Bosnia and Herzegovina: Case Study of East Bosnia Insight
Turkey (Istanbul: Volume 19 Number 3 2017 ) p 207.

B. Master's theses

1) Filip Filipov Post-conflict Peacebuilding: Strategies and Lessons from
Bosnia and Herzegovina, El Salvador and Sierra Leone Some thoughts from
the rights to education and health (Chile / Santiago: University of Santiago -
Social Development Division Human Rights Unit 2006).

2) Hannah Marie Waller Post-Conflict Peacebuilding in Bosnia-Herzegovina
Honors Thesis (Southern New Hampshire: University of New Hampshire 2015).

3) Mia Fisher International post-conflict peace building in Bosnia and Herzegovina
and Cambodia Published master's thesis) Virginia: James Madison University -
College of Arts and Letters 2018).

C. WEB:

1) Bosnia and Herzegovina - Post-Conflict Peace building CRDCS George Mason
University Summer 2022 in link:
https://masonabroad.gmu.edu/index.cfm?FuseAction=programs.ViewProgra
m&Program_ID=10119

2) Hannah Waller Post-Conflict Peacebuilding in Bosnia-Herzegovina University
of New Hampshire Spring 2015 in link:
https://www.unh.edu/inquiryjournal/spring-2015/post-conflict-peacebuilding-
bosnia-herzegovina

3) International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia World Without
Genocide in link:
https://worldwithoutgenocide.org/genocides-and-conflicts/bosnia/icty

4) Center for Peacebuilding (CIM) Peace Insight November 2019 in link:
https://www.peaceinsight.org/ar/organisations/center-for-peacebuilding-
cim/?location=western-balkans&theme
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