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Abstract

This study examines the Jewish-Muslim League in Tunisia as a short-lived yet highly
significant political experiment in the history of Tunisian national consciousness under the
French Protectorate between 1919 and 1921. It argues that the League was not merely a
symbolic initiative of intercommunal coexistence, but an early attempt to articulate a political
conception of the nation that could transcend religious division within a colonial order that
actively reorganized society through legal, administrative, and symbolic boundaries. Adopting
a historical-analytical approach, the study investigates the context in which the League
emerged, the discourse it produced, the social and political profiles of its leading actors, and the
structural limits that prevented it from becoming a broad and durable national framework. The
article further contends that the significance of this experience lies less in its immediate
political success than in the horizon of possibility it revealed: the possibility of a Tunisian
nationalism that momentarily exceeded confessional boundaries without fully escaping the
constraints of colonial power, elite-centered activism, and the restricted nature of the emerging
public sphere. The study therefore proposes that the Jewish-Muslim League should be read not
as a marginal episode, but as a revealing historical site in which questions of nation, reform,
political representation, and communal identity were negotiated in a particularly concentrated

form.
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