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Abstract

This study examines the Atlantic policy of Turkey in the thought of right-wing and
left-wing parties during the period (1945-1991), as one of the fundamental pillars of
Turkish foreign policy throughout the era of the Cold War. The research focuses on
analyzing the positions of Turkish political currents toward alignment with the
Western bloc and membership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, as well as
the intellectual and ideological foundations upon which these positions were based.
The study demonstrates that right-wing parties regarded the Atlantic policy as a
strategic necessity for safeguarding Turkish national security and strengthening
relations with the West, whereas left-wing parties adopted more critical positions,
considering such alignment a form of political and economic dependency on the West
that affected the independence of national decision-making. The research also
highlights the impact of international and regional developments, including political
and military crises and economic transformations, on the evolution of party attitudes
toward the Atlantic policy.
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