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Abstract

This study examines “scientific approaches” to Qur’anic cosmological verses
through a comparative analysis of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi and Muhammad al-Tahir Ibn
‘Ashiir. It first clarifies the concept of cosmological verses and defines
“scientificness” in tafsir primarily as methodological rigor—anchored in Arabic
semantics, context, and maqasid—rather than the mere alignment of verses with
modern scientific theories. The findings show that al-Razi tends to expand meanings
through dialectical-argumentative reasoning and a broad engagement with the rational
sciences of his era, yielding rich proofs yet sometimes leading to extensive
digressions. Ibn ‘Ashir, by contrast, prioritizes contextual and purposive
interpretation and employs modern knowledge cautiously as supportive clarification
without making it determinative of meaning. The study concludes that a sound
scientific reading of cosmological verses requires giving precedence to linguistic and
contextual indication, distinguishing certainty from conjecture in inference, and
treating scientific data as auxiliary evidence rather than a constitutive source of tafsir
meaning.
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