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Abstract:

This research, entitled "Sound Between Normativity and Objectivity in lbn
Jinni's Work,"” examines lbn Jinni's phonetic perspective, focusing on how he
balanced the normative view, which governs language according to the rules of
eloguence and analogy, with the objective view, which considers sound as a living
linguistic phenomenon whose changes can be analyzed and interpreted. Sound is one
of the most important elements of language because it is the foundation of
communication. Arab scholars have been interested in it since ancient times, linking
it to meaning and linguistic integrity. Ibn Jinni stands out as one of the most
prominent Arab phoneticians, particularly in his books "Al-Khasa'is" and "Sirr Sina'at
al-I'rab.” He did not treat sound merely mechanically, but rather viewed it within a
broad linguistic project that combined rational analysis, analogy, and linguistic usage.
The research also discusses how Ibn Jinni balanced preserving classical rules with
being open to interpreting changing phonetic phenomena. It clarifies lbn Jinni's
normative view of sound, where he treated sounds as linguistic elements that must be
governed by the rules of eloquence, argumentation, and analogy. Furthermore, it
demonstrates that Standardization in early Arab thought arose from the need to
protect the Quran and the Arabic language from errors and distortions, especially
after the Arabs' interaction with other cultures. Therefore, early grammarians focused
on codifying the language, using the speech of eloquent Arabs and Quranic and
poetic evidence as the basis for judging the correctness of linguistic phenomena. This
research examines Ibn Jinni's approach to Arabic phonetics, demonstrating that he
combined the standardization of sounds according to eloquence and analogy with

their rational and objective analysis, thus representing an advanced stage in the
development of Arabic phonetics.
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