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Abstract

Research Problem and Objectives:This research aims to study the central and
marginalized roles of women historians within the context of Islamic
civilization, highlighting their intellectual contributions that went beyond mere
narration to include historical writing and analysis. The problem focuses on
uncovering the reasons that led to the marginalization of female names in
general historical texts, and on identifying the specific methodologies adopted
by women in historical writing. The research seeks to achieve a fundamental
goal: restoring the historical recognition of women as active partners in the
process of documenting and recording events and biographies in major Islamic
centers such as Damascus, Baghdad, Cairo, and Cordoba.

The research is based on the analytical historical method, where the historical
method was used to trace the chronological development of the role of women
historians—from the Prophetic era and the oral narration that formed the basis
of early history, to the periods of recording and authorship in the Abbasid and
Andalusian eras. The analytical method was employed to examine books of
biographical dictionaries and classes, in order to extract indicators of direct
authorship or indirect contribution, such as granting narrators authorizatio),
transmitting manuscripts, and classifying types of these contributions. The
research also focused on reliable written sources to ensure the authenticity and
credibility of the information.

The research is expected to establish a set of essential findings, the most
prominent of which are:

1- That women’s contribution to history initially began in the field of hadith
narration and the Prophetic biography, where female oral transmission
constituted the primary source for many details of the biography and historical
reports (Al-Usaymi, 2011)

2-That the role later developed into specialization in the science of biographies
and classes, where notable figures granted 1jazat to students of knowledge and
documented the names and ways of life of scholars (Al-*Azzawi, 2018).

3-The uncovering of direct authorial contributions in al-Andalus and the
Mashrig, such as writing in annals or genealogy, along with an analysis of the
types of subjects that women historians gave more attention to (which tended to
focus more on social, familial, and scholarly aspects than on political and
military ones).

4-The determination that the scholarly environment in which the woman
historian emerged—whether it was an environment of hadith or figh—was the
most significant factor in shaping the nature of her historical contribution.

The research concludes that the woman historian was a structural, not marginal,
element in the intellectual edifice of Islamic civilization. By highlighting these
roles, the study fills an important knowledge gap and opens the door for future
studies that do justice to the female role in the historical heritage
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