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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the development of the concept of death in Arabic poetry
from the pre-Islamic era up to the end of the third Hijri century, through analyzing the
poetic vision of death across four major periods: the pre-Islamic, early Islamic,
Umayyad, and Abbasid eras. The study demonstrates that the pre-Islamic poet viewed
death with a sense of anxiety and fear, shaped by harsh living conditions and unstable
beliefs, expressing it through various terms and artistic images reflecting annihilation,
absence, and decay. In the early Islamic period, this perception underwent a
significant transformation under the influence of the Qur’an, as death came to be
understood as a faith-based reality connected to the afterlife, giving poetry a religious
character grounded in certainty and submission. During the Umayyad era, this
Islamic perspective largely persisted, with poets reiterating similar themes concerning
the inevitability of death and the transience of worldly life. In the Abbasid era,
however, poetry on death reached its peak in both quantity and artistic maturity,
emerging as an independent theme, particularly among ascetic and Sufi poets who
emphasized the renunciation of worldly life, remembrance of the hereafter, and
preparation for death. The study concludes that the evolution of the concept of death
in Arabic poetry reflects broader developments in religious and cultural thought,
shifting from a material and anxious outlook to a profound spiritual vision enriched
with faith-based and philosophical dimensions.
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