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Military Transformation in the Ottoman Empire During the 18th Century: From

Decline to Reform Efforts

Abstract

This study analyzes the phenomenon of the weakening and decline of the Janissary Corps in the
Ottoman Empire during the eighteenth century a century that witnessed a gradual deviation from the
Corps’ essential military role. The Janissaries began to perform economic and political functions beyond
their original military framework. This decline is attributed to multiple factors, most notably the collapse
of the devshirme system, which had constituted the core of non-Muslim recruitment, and the erosion of
the disciplinary and professional structures that had characterized the Janissary Corps during the classical
era. Furthermore, many Janissaries became increasingly involved in commerce and crafts, leading to the
loss of their pure military identity.

The study also explores the impact of weakened central authority and the growing influence of
provincial notables and bureaucrats on the independence of the Janissaries and their recurrent intervention
in political affairs including the deposition of sultans and the appointment of viziers. The analysis includes
the Corps’ hostile stance towards military reform efforts, particularly their opposition to the Nizdm-1 Cedid
project during the reign of Sultan Selim 111 (1789-1807), which ultimately obstructed modernization
attempts and undermined efforts to establish a modern European-style army.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Janissaries, Eighteenth Century, Nizdm-1 Cedid,

Modernization, Central Authority.
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