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Religious Architecture in Al-Andalus: Minarets as an Example
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Abstract

Religious architecture in Al-Andalus is
considered one of the most prominent
manifestations of Islamic civilization,
reflecting the interplay between religious
values and artistic and architectural
development. Minarets have occupied a
distinctive place in this context as an
architectural and religious element
symbolizing the presence of Islam in the
urban landscape, in addition to their
primary function of calling the faithful to
prayer and announcing prayer times. This
study aims to examine minarets in Al-

Andalus as a model of religious
architecture by analyzing their
architectural characteristics and their

religious and cultural functions, while
highlighting their role in shaping the urban
landscape of Andalusian cities. The study
also seeks to trace the evolution of minaret
construction from the early days of Islamic
rule in Al-Andalus, focusing on the most
prominent examples of mosques and their
minarets that emerged in the major
Andalusian cities. The significance of the
study lies in revealing the artistic
characteristics that distinguished
Andalusian minarets, in terms of their
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forms and geometric and botanical
decorations influenced by Islamic arts, The
study also demonstrates that minarets were
not merely architectural elements, but also
served as religious and cultural symbols
reflecting the strength of the Islamic state
and its cultural and urban prosperity, and
played a role in establishing the identity of
Islamic architecture in Al-Andalus.
Keywords :Andalusian Architecture —
Minarets — Religious Architecture —
Mosques in Al-Andalus - Islamic
Ornamentation
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Jonathan M. Bloom, Minaret: Symbol of

Islam, Oxford University Press, New York,
1989.
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