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Researcher

Hayder Tawfeeq Kadhim Wadi Asst.Lect

University of Kufa — kufa studies center

Summary:

This study examines a contentious issue in Islamic historiography:
Imam Ali (peace be upon him) naming some of his sons after the three
caliphs who preceded him. The central problem lies in the use of these
names as evidence of amicable relations between Imam "Ali and the
caliphs, and as a basis for denying any conflict among them. Such
claims necessitate a critical scholarly investigation into the
authenticity of these names, the motives behind their use, and the
historical accounts of the sons themselves.

The research begins by outlining the divergent views of historians
regarding the number of Imam “AlT’s children, then focuses on those
whose names resemble those of the caliphs. It analyzes conflicting
reports, highlights textual inconsistencies, and critiques fabricated
narratives attributed to non-existent sources within Salafi discourse.
The study further explores whether these names can be construed as
indicators of affection, while emphasizing the role of mothers in the
naming process.

The second section addresses the lives of these sons, their stance
during the tragedy of Karbala, and the subsequent trajectories of those
who survived.

The study concludes with several key findings:

No reliable reports substantiate the claim that Imam “Ali (peace be
upon him) named his sons in honor of the caliphs.

Evidence suggests that “Umar ibn “Al1 (peace be upon him) pursued
personal interests at the expense of his faith and sect, even when doing
so required reliance on Umayyad rulers and their off
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