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Kant’s religion of reason

Assistant Lecturer Shahed Raheem
Mohammed

Al-Mustansiriyah University / College of
Arts

Abstract

Kant viewed religion as rational and
moral, and in his Religion within the
limits of mere reason, he called it
"natural religion." He believed that
humanity should be united by one
religion whose teachings apply to all
people and are suitable for every time
and place. This led him to criticize any
religion that falls outside the bounds of
reason—that is "traditional” religion. He
regarded what is commonly accepted as
mere beliefs, not as true religion.
Nevertheless, he adopted from religions
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what was consistent with rational
religion and rejected what was not—
such as accepting revelation but
rejecting miracles—in order to develop a
religious philosophy based on the idea

that reason is the foundation and
precedes religion.
Despite the problematic nature of

religion in Kant’s philosophy, he laid
down fundamental principles, answered
important questions, and introduced
religious, moral, and rational concepts—
such as benevolence, justice, honesty,
and respect—to support his idea of
religion. Moreover, he focused on ethics,
considering it the foundation of his
philosophy in general, and of religion

.philosophy in particular

Key words: religion, reason, duty,

—benevolence, respect, justice
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