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Abstract

The researcher identified the research problem through two central questions: To what
extent do journalists in Karbala adhere to the ethical standards governing journalistic
practice? And what are the most prominent challenges they encounter in applying these
standards?

This study falls within the domain of descriptive research, employing a field survey
methodology through a comprehensive survey of journalists active in media institutions
across the Holy Province of Karbala. The research population encompassed all journalists
formally affiliated with the Iragi Journalists Syndicate and working within the province's
media establishments, while the research sample comprised one hundred (100) male and
female journalists. The researcher adopted the questionnaire as the primary data collection
instrument, with the aim of measuring the level of adherence to ethical standards and
identifying the challenges journalists face in their practical application.

The study yielded a number of significant findings, the most notable of which are as
follows:
1 .The data revealed that the majority of respondents possess a commendable level of
professional experience and academic qualification, both of which contribute substantively
to elevating the quality of media performance.
2. The findings demonstrated that digital and visual media are the most prevalent platforms
attracting media professionals, in comparison to print and audio media.
3. The results disclosed a relatively high degree of professional commitment among
respondents to standards of accuracy and objectivity, particularly with respect to news
verification and the separation of opinion from factual reporting.
4. The findings indicated that the Iraqi Journalists' Rights Law requires further development
and more robust activation in order to ensure adequate professional protection.
5. The results revealed a multiplicity of factors exerting a negative influence on ethical
commitment, foremost among which are political and security pressures, inadequate legal
protection, editorial interference, and economic constraints.

Keywords: Journalistic Ethics, Ethical Standards, Challenges, Karbala Journalists.
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