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Pakistan's regional military role after 2013 : pillars and tasks

Fatimah Hazim Mohammed Prof. Dr. Muthanna Faeq Marai

This research is based on the central idea that Pakistan’s military role has undergone a
qualitative shift from a traditional model based on direct intervention to a more flexible
model based on indirect influence and managing regional threats. This idea reflects a
strategic orientation that relies on employing military force not only as a tool for combat, but
also as a means of deterrence, influence building, and achieving balance in a complex
regional environment. Pakistan seeks to achieve its security objectives through an integrated
mix of tools, combining conventional military capabilities, nuclear deterrence, intelligence,
and cyber technologies.

The importance of this idea stems from the fact that the effectiveness of Pakistan’s role
is not only related to the size of its force, but also to how it is managed and directed within a
strategy based on minimizing costs and avoiding direct involvement in conflicts, while
enhancing its security presence and regional influence. This shift thus reflects Pakistan’s
ability to adapt to geopolitical changes by adopting a smart power model that balances
deterrence and cooperation, ensuring the protection of national interests while maintaining
regional stability.

Key words : Pakistan, role, military power, intelligence.
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