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Representations of the ecological system in the poetry of Muhammad bin
Yasir al-Riyashi: An ecological approach
A. P. Dr. Bashaer Amir Abdul-Sada
College of Education for Human Sciences / University of Babylon
Introduction:

Environmental criticism represents one of the most prominent contemporary
critical trends that has sought to reconsider the nature of the relationship between

literature and the environment. It moves beyond descriptive approaches to nature
to explore its presence as an active semantic and cultural structure within literary
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texts. This approach offers new interpretive possibilities that contribute to a
different reading of the Arabic poetic heritage, revealing patterns of interaction
between humanity and its surroundings, and re-examining the centrality of
humanity in the production of meaning.

The importance of studying the poetry of Muhammad ibn Yasir al-Riyashi
in light of environmental criticism lies in its role as an Abbasid poetic model that
can be approached to uncover representations of the environment at its various
levels, including its cultural, emotional, and cognitive dimensions. This approach
does not stop at merely observing the manifestations of nature in the texts, but
goes further to analyze how natural elements are transformed into semantic
systems that contribute to shaping the poetic vision.

In Al-Rayashi's poetry, nature is an active element in the production of
meaning, not merely an aesthetic backdrop. Therefore, this research seeks to trace
the transformations of material from its natural context to its cultural context, and
to analyze the environmental patterns that govern these transformations, such as
the manufactured, spatial, biological, and stifling patterns, and the connotations
they carry, reflecting the nature of the relationship between humankind and its
resources.

This research aims to offer an interpretive reading that contributes to
broadening the horizons of Arabic critical studies and affirms the capacity of
traditional poetic texts to accommodate modern critical approaches, thus
strengthening the potential for dialogue between heritage and contemporary
methodologies.

Keywords: Environmental criticism, al-Riyashi, environmental framework,
interaction between humans and nature, environment in Abbasid poetry.
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