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This research explores the image of Imam al-Husayn ibn “AlT (peace be
upon him) as it was reflected in Umayyad poetry, a period that witnessed
one of the greatest tragedies in Islamic history — the Battle of Karbala in
61 AH (680 CE). This event left a deep and lasting impact on the collective
consciousness of the Muslim community and on the poets of the time. The
tragedy became a spiritual, intellectual, and literary turning point, as poets
found in al-Husayn an eternal symbol of truth, justice, heroism, and
steadfastness in the face of tyranny and oppression.
The study seeks to reveal the features of Imam al-Husayn’s image in
Umayyad poetry and to analyze the poetic attitudes toward his revolution,
focusing on the artistic symbols and emotional meanings embedded in
these texts. The significance of this research lies in its attempt to uncover
how poets responded to this tragic event — whether they were loyalists to
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Ahl al-Bayt (the Prophet’s family) who viewed al-Husayn as a martyred
Imam, or poets who adopted a purely humanistic stance of sorrow and
empathy for the suffering of the Prophet’s grandson, or others who used
the mention of al-Husayn to expose the moral decay of the Umayyad
regime.

At the beginning of the study, the political and social background of the
Umayyad era is reviewed, a period marked by continuous conflict between
the ruling authority and its opponents, especially the followers of Ahl al-
Bayt. Poetry in this context became a means of resistance and moral
expression. The tragedy of Karbala thus emerged as a defining moment in
the history of Arabic poetry, transforming it from a medium of official praise
into one of revolutionary grief and moral awareness.

Among the prominent poets who represented the elegiac and emotional
tendency were al-Kumayt ibn Zayd al-Asadi, al-Farazdaq, and Sa‘id ibn
Humayd, who portrayed al-Husayn as a symbol of sacrifice and pride.
Their poems overflow with genuine emotion, and their language mirrors the
collective pain of the community. Al-Kumayt says in his elegy for al-
Husayn:

They slew the Prophet’s grandson unjustly,

For them there is nothing but a fire that blazes.

This verse stands as a cry of protest against the collapse of moral and
religious values, and a condemnation of a regime that violated the sanctity
of the Prophet’s household.

The political and symbolic image of al-Husayn was also strongly present in
Umayyad poetry. Some poets depicted him as the voice of truth confronting
tyranny — not merely a martyr, but a principle opposing falsehood. Al-
Farazdaq describes him when meeting him on his way to Karbala, saying:
This is he whose footsteps the earth of Mecca knows,

And the House (Kaaba), the sacred and the holy land recognize him.

In this verse, al-Husayn is elevated to a sacred status; even the holy places
acknowledge his virtue. The poet thus endows him with a spiritual halo,
portraying him as a symbol of pure truth confronting deceit.
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The image of al-Husayn in Umayyad poetry was not confined to political or
religious dimensions; it transcended them to encompass a universal human
aspect. Even poets not affiliated with Ahl al-Bayt were deeply moved by the
tragedy, mourning al-Husayn as a martyr of humanity and a victim of
injustice. ‘Abd Allah ibn “Afif al-Azdi expresses his grief and remorse,
saying:

Would that my mother had not given birth to me

When | saw the sons of Muhammad — the true guides — wronged.

This image springs from deep human emotion; the poet expresses his
helplessness before the calamity and wishes he had not witnessed the
moment when truth fell, bathed in its own blood.

By examining the poetry of that era, it becomes evident that the image of
Imam al-Husayn evolved from a political symbol into an eternal human and
ethical ideal embodying the value of sacrifice for principle and dignity.
These poems reveal the early emergence of revolutionary consciousness
in the Muslim community and express a suppressed yearning for justice
and freedom. They also portray al-Husayn in multiple forms — the martyr,
the reformer, the hero, the Imam, and the divine emblem of justice. Thus,
poetry became a means of preserving the historical memory of Karbala and
recording the voice of the oppressed against tyranny.

The study concludes that Umayyad poetry was not merely a mirror
reflecting events, but an active participant in them — emotionally,
intellectually, and morally. Through their verses, poets contributed to
shaping the collective image of Imam al-Husayn as a symbol of
steadfastness and defiance of oppression, an image that continued to grow
and evolve through the ages until it became an integral part of the Arab-
Islamic cultural conscience and an enduring source of inspiration for all
who seek freedom and human dignity
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