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Abstract

This study investigates the aesthetics of fragmentation as a structural principle in the formation of poetic
imagery in Mayada Al-Ani’s collection Topographies Tattooed with Alienation. The research adopts a stylistic—
semiotic approach to examine how fragmentation operates not merely as a thematic expression, but as a
generative mechanism of meaning.The analysis reveals that poetic imagery in the collection is constructed
through disruption rather than coherence, where meaning emerges from tension and discontinuity. The body is
deconstructed into fragmented representations, losing its centrality as a stable identity, while time is
reconfigured as a discontinuous and subjective structure. At the linguistic level, fragmentation is manifested
through syntactic disruption, semantic paradox, and textual spacing, where silence becomes a meaningful
component of the poetic structure.The study concludes that fragmentation constitutes a dominant aesthetic
framework governing the poetic text, producing a dynamic and open-ended field of
interpretation.Keywords:Fragmentation — Poetic Image — Stylistics — Semiotics — Contemporary Arabic Poetry
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