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Abstract

This research is predicated on a central hypothesis: the relationship between
ethnology and comparative literature is neither a transient borrowing of
concepts nor a mere historical intersection between two disciplines sharing an
interest in peoples, languages, and literatures. Rather, it is a complex
epistemological relationship that reveals how a literary text—particularly the
oral and the popular—transforms simultaneously into a cultural document and
an aesthetic value. Ethnology, as a comparative science of cultures, does not
merely describe communities in terms of their customs, beliefs, and modes of
existence, but rather enables a reading of the symbolic forms they produce.
Concurrently, comparative literature equips this reading with analytical tools to
examine the transmission, influence, and interaction among texts, languages,
and memories.
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The central problem of this study is framed by the following question: How do
ethnology, anthropology, and folklore contribute to developing the approach of
comparative literature without reducing the text to mere documentary material,
or reproducing the colonial gaze that objectified peoples for description and
domination? The research concludes that revitalizing this relationship cannot be
achieved without overcoming three reductions: reducing culture to race,
reducing literature to folklore, and reducing comparison solely to the pursuit of
direct influence. By transcending these limitations, oral and popular texts
reclaim their position as an active part of world literary history.

Keywords: FEthnology, Anthropology, Comparative Literature, Folklore,
Popular Culture, Oral Literature, Cultural Criticism.
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