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Abstract:

Beauty is the objective quality of seeing the world, one of the most problematic concepts in human thought. It is
not reduced to utility or direct sensory gratification. A rose is beautiful but does not satisfy us; it is a pleasure
resulting from perceiving it. Aesthetic value emanates from the act of perception itself, when human
consciousness confronts the world as a field for contemplation and emotion.This research is based on
deconstructing the complex relationship between beauty and morality within the horizon of human experience,
starting from a conception that sees beauty as a cognitive value that stems from the convergence of sense and
consciousness, not from compliance with a utilitarian standard or a previous normative judgment. From this
perspective, the novel The Thief and the Dogs is approached as a symbolic structure that activates aesthetic and
moral values in the consciousness of the recipient, according to Santayana's philosophical vision, which returns
value to lived experience, not to abstract statements.Santayana sees a distinction between aesthetic and moral
values. The former stems from a feeling of ecstasy and harmony, while the latter is based on preference, choice,
and facing the world. Despite the relative independence of each, they meet within human experience as two
manifestations of the interaction of the self with the world.The study reveals that the aesthetic values in the novel
are manifested through the dense language, symbolic images, and coherent narrative structure. Language is
transformed from a tool of transmission into an entity that reflects the psychological and existential conflict of
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the main characters. As for the moral values, they emerge through the tragic path of the characters, especially
the character of Saeed Mahran, who embodies an internal conflict with betrayal, justice, and freedom.Keywords:

( Aesthetic value, cognitive awareness, moral tension, aesthetic reception, The Thief and the Dogs)
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