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The Critics’ Description of a Narrator as a
"Mu’adhdhin" (Call to Prayer Announcer):

A Study of the Impact of This Characterization on
the Narrator’s Evaluation in Terms of Impugnment
and Validation.

lect. Dr. Ahmed Haidar Ali Al-Abadi
Ministry of Education — Iraq / First Rusafa Directorate

Abstract

adith critics employ specific descriptions, indicators, and

terminologies when evaluating narrators in their biographical

entries. Each of these descriptions, indicators, or expressions
carries a distinct meaning and plays a role—particularly in the authentication
or discrediting of narrators. This study focuses specifically on the critics'
use of the term mu’adhdhin (the one who calls to prayer) in reference to
hadith narrators, and it explores the implications of such a designation in the
context of al-jarh wa al-ta“dil (narrator criticism and validation).The research
is structured into an introduction, three main sections, and a conclusion.
One of the key findings of this study is that when a narrator is described
as a mu’adhdhin alongside a declaration of trustworthiness by critics, then
he is undoubtedly considered reliable; in such cases, the title mu’adhdhin
serves as an additional affirmation of trust. Conversely, if a narrator is called
a mu’adhdhin but is simultaneously criticized by the scholars, his narration
i1s considered weak. However, if a narrator is described as a mu’adhdhin
without any explicit statement of either praise or criticism, then he is most
likely regarded as just (‘adl), and the designation may serve as a general
form of validation in the absence of proven criticism. And God knows best.

Keywords: Critics, Narrator, Mu’adhdhin, Impugnment, Validation
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