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Narrations on the virtues of the Qur'an according
to the commentators: A study in authority,
methodology, and interpretive role

Assist .lect. Seemaa Hadi Raheemah Alwaeli
Ministry of Education /Rusafa second
Abstract

The Sunnah is regarded as the second source of Islamic law and the sole means
of interpreting the verses of the Qur’an and connecting with its teachings; among
these are the narrations known as ‘the virtues of the surahs’, which were addressed
to the faithful to explain the benefits of reciting specific verses. However, these
narrations faced a historical crisis characterised by ‘fabrication and forgery’, as
some resorted to inventing hadiths for what they believed to be noble purposes,
such as encouraging people to read the Qur’an or filling an imagined gap in the
religion, whilst others fell into the trap of weak narrations due to negligence, old
age, or a failure to verify the sources.

This accumulation of weak and fabricated narrations found its way into books of
exegesis, creating a state of caution among exegetes, whose critical stances towards
them varied. Whilst a strict school of thought advocated a complete ban on the
use of these narrations due to the weakness of their narrators or their adherence to
the authority of a single authentic report alone, the school of those who permitted
their use was divided into various approaches; some subjected the narration to a
dual critique of both the chain of transmission and the text itself, others confined
themselves to what is established in the Sahih and Sunan, whilst yet another group
merely mentioned them for the sake of historical compilation and to prevent
their loss, or because of the hadith’s fame, or even out of a desire for ‘leniency in
the evidence of the Sunan’ in the hope of reward, provided that these narrations
were subjected to the scrutiny of the Noble Qur’an and the spirit of Islam. This
ultimately reflects the exegetes’ utmost care in preserving the Qur’anic text and
purging it of the impurities that had attached themselves to it over the ages.

Keywords: Virtues of the Qur'an, Methodology of the Exegetes, Narrations,
Authentic, Interpretive role.
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