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The sciences of Hadith significantly shaped the methodologies of historians in the fourth,
fifth, and sixth Hijri centuries. Initially focused on evaluating chains of transmission
(isnad) and verifying narrations, historical criticism later expanded to include textual
analysis (matn), contextual assessment, and rational evaluation. Scholars compared
differing accounts and preferred the most reliable when contradictions arose. Islamic
historical criticism reached maturity in the fifth Hijri century and further developed in
the sixth, establishing a scientific methodology that combined transmission with
analytical reasoning
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