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The Jurigprudence of the Sacrificial Oﬂ'ering
c

Between Scriptural Ordinance and Ritualistic
Roots:
A Hermeneutical Approach Integrating Jurisprudence
and Anthropologyht

Assist. Prof. Dr.Haydar Shookan Saeed Al-Sultani
University of Babylo- College of Islamic Sciences-Department
of Jurisprudence and Its Foundations

Abstract

his study examines the ritual of sacrifice (al-udhiyya) as a

religious act with deep symbolic and anthropological dimensions.

It questions whether sacrifice is a purely divine injunction or a
human practice later incorporated and reinterpreted by religion. Through
a comparative lens, the research explores sacrificial traditions in Judaism
and Christianity—highlighting the shift from animal offerings to symbolic
atonement—before focusing on Islamic jurisprudence and its treatment of
sacrifice, offering (hady), and vow (nadhr).

Combining legal, philosophical, and anthropological approaches, the study
analyzes sacrifice as both a juristic ruling and a symbolic act expressing
fear, devotion, and the quest for closeness to the divine. It argues that
sacrifice, beyond its physical form, is a means of producing meaning, where
spilled blood becomes a language of piety and a reflection of the complex

bond between the human and the sacred.

Keywords:Religious symbolism,sacred violence,ritual and rite, offering,

sacrifice, guidance, religious anthropology, licensing of the Sufi order.
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