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Semantic Fields and Their Impact on the Evolution of Pejorative
Lexicon

Summary

Linguists and lexicographers, in their classification of linguistic
vocabulary, have followed certain organic principles and rules that
naturally gave rise to the relationships among lexical items, which
later contributed to the formation of semantic field theory.
Accordingly, this study highlights one aspect of this theory through a
research paper entitled "Semantic Fields and Their Impact on the
Development of Offensive Lexis," which is structured as follows: The
Introduction provides definitions of key terms linguistically and
terminologically. The First Section examines the origins of semantic
fields, offering a historical overview of their development among
Arab scholars as well as Western scholars. The Second Section
focuses on the lexical fields of abuse related to physical defects,
disabilities, and biological functions, covering categories such as
(body, mind, lineage, honour). This section analyses a set of offensive
words and meanings based on several criteria: (1) the field of abuse
related to physical appearance, racial and class differentiation, and
professional status; (2) the field of abuse related to bodily defects,
disabilities, biological functions, intellectual capacity, and
incompetence; and (3) the field of abuse related to morality,
behaviour, and honour. The analysis traces the etymological roots of
these terms in dictionaries, their pejorative usages, and the
relationships among semantically related items. The Conclusion
presents a definition of the term "offensive lexis" as proposed by the
researcher, followed by the key findings, most notably the main
criteria governing the selection of offensive lexical items..

il gy YD gl cdipaal) BT VDN Jsial) Aialite cilals
dally painll Galailly aad) selial) (i «Juat) (Jand) cauall) cdaslsl
sludly AT AZRY) BaE (Jgally

Keywords:

Semantic fields, offensive language, defects, disabilities, and
biological functions: (body, mind, lineage, honor), physical
appearance, racial, class, and professional differentiation, mental
ability, morals and behavior.
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