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Research Title: The Intellectual and Political Foundations of the Abbasids in
Establishing the Legitimacy of the Caliphate (An Analytical Study)
Research Abstract
Historical sources documenting the history of the Abbasid movement indicate
that the Abbasid state emerged in its early stages as an organized movement
aimed at ending the Umayyad rule, and that the idea of its establishment and
organization is attributed to Abu Hashim Abdullah ibn Muhammad (al-Hanafiya)
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bin Imam Ali, peace be upon him, and then passed to Muhammad bin Ali bin
Abdullah bin al-Abbas bin Abdul-Muttalib. Based on this transition, the Abbasids
became the advocates of the movement, which is said to have begun in the year
AH, calling for an end to Umayyad rule and its restoration to its rightful 98
owners; thus, it was considered the first widespread and organized declaration in
the Islamic state. However, after the success of their call and their assumption of
power, they faced opposition from their own supporters and those who had rallied
under their banner, because their slogan was “For the satisfaction of the family
of Muhammad.” When it became clear that this did not apply to the Alids, they
opposed the Abbasids, as they understood that the slogan referred to the Alids,
not the Abbasids. The Abbasids were thus compelled to establish foundations and
means to establish the legitimacy of their rule after they had removed the rightful
heirs to the caliphate—the People of the House of the Prophet (r)— So they
searched diligently and through various means for these intellectual foundations
and presented a set of ideas, perhaps the most prominent of which was the
abdication of Abu Hashim Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyya and their
acquisition of the Yellow Document—the document of Imam Ali. They did not
stop there, but rather applied everything that had been narrated from the
Messenger, peace be upon him and his family, regarding reports and hadiths
related related to the appearance of Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him). They
brought out their banners from the direction of Khorasan, made their color black,
and commissioned a young man not yet twenty years old to carry them, in order
to convince the people completely and beyond any doubt that they were the ones
foretold by the Noble Messenger.

Keywords: Foundations - Banners - Al-Hashemi - The Yellow Newspaper - Al-
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