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Literature of Alienation in Poetry Al-Khansa and Ka’b bin Zuhair
Pragmatic Study in the Light of Theory of verb of Speech
A.L. Salah Najah Abdel Aziz

Abstract:

Pragmatics undoubtedly emerged as a reaction to the structuralist and generative
approaches. Under these approaches, language was studied descriptively and
syntactically, independent of meaning. Therefore, pragmatics is considered one
of the most recent contemporary linguistic studies, focusing on the relationship
between linguistic signs and their users. It studies language in terms of its
general functional purpose—cognitive, social, and cultural—to achieve a
specific communicative goal in the production and interpretation of utterances.
Its core is derived from speech act theory .This research aims to conduct a
pragmatic study of speech acts, which Hanson considered the third of the three
levels of pragmatics. Speech acts are central to many areas of pragmatic study.
This theory was founded by the English philosopher John Austin and later
modified and expanded by his student Searle, who introduced connections to the
act of teaching, making it more impactful and informative. For this reason, the
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study focuses on Arabic poetry (specifically, the works of two prominent poets)
to conduct a pragmatic analysis exploring the verbs frequently used by these
poets in Arabic poetry. The research concluded that the two poets used speech
acts to express certain psychological states they experienced, whether sadness,
grief over the loss of loved ones, or apology. They also employed directive verbs
with imperative forms, as will become clear during the research. Because the
study is applied to selected poetic texts, it was necessary to begin with a
theoretical framework outlining the foundations of the pragmatic approach,
followed by an applied study. The research identified several verbs that the two
poets repeatedly used to emphasize their intentions regarding the phenomenon of
alienation and what they wished to express, reflecting their differing stances on
this phenomenon. This is what we will examine in this research, aiming to
identify the speech acts used by the two poets according to Searle's classification
of the basic categories, which include: expressive, informative and directive,
imperative, and declarative.

Keywords: Literature of Alienation, Pragmatics, Speech Acts, Poetic Discourse,
Poetry of Al-Khansa and Ka’b bin Zuhair.
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