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This research aims to study how the texts of Nahj al-Balaghah are
employed in Imami exegesis, and to reveal the doctrinal levels at
which the words of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) were utilized as a
cognitive and theological reference in constructing the Imami
interpretive vision. The research is based on the premise that Nah;j al-
Balaghah was not invoked in exegesis merely as a text of sermons or
literature, but rather as a foundational doctrinal source that contributed
to defining theological concepts and guiding Qur'anic understanding.

The first section of this research addresses the issue of monotheism
and the knowledge of God, highlighting the pivotal role of Imam Ali's
discourse in affirming the transcendence of the divine essence from
anthropomorphism and corporealism, and emphasizing the knowledge
of God Almighty through both heart and mind. This is clearly
reflected in the methodologies of Imami commentators. The second
section examines the nature of God's speech, demonstrating how
Imami commentators relied on the contents of Nahj al-Balagha to
refute the notion that divine speech is created or corporeal, affirming
instead that it is an act of God linked to His will. The third section
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addresses the impossibility of seeing God, as Imam Ali's sermons
formed an important doctrinal basis for interpreting verses concerning
the vision of God. The fourth section addresses the issue of
predestination and free will, highlighting the principle of "the middle
ground" derived from the Imam's words, which contributed to
building a balanced interpretive position that rejects both absolute
predestination and complete free will. The fifth section discusses the
wisdom behind the mission of the prophets and the relationship of
people to them, where Nahj al-Balagha was utilized to explain the
objectives of divine messages and the role of the prophets in this
regard. Awakening minds and establishing proof, while analyzing
people’s social attitudes towards the prophets between belief and
disbelief. The sixth requirement focuses on the principle and the
return as the basis of the prophets’ call, showing how the Imam’s
sermons contributed to consolidating belief in the first creation,
resurrection and the Day of Judgment, and linking the creed to moral
and behavioral responsibility. The seventh requirement relates to the
descriptions of the Holy Qur’an and its preservation from distortion,
as the Imami commentators relied on the approach of rhetoric in
explaining the sanctity of the Qur’an and its being the primary source
of guidance, while emphasizing its safety from distortion, and
interpreting the problems that came in this chapter within a coherent
doctrinal framework.
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Imami interpretations, interpretive discourse, the word of God,

denial of the vision of God, predestination and free will, the

middle ground, the mission of the prophets, the beginning and
the end, the preservation of the Qur'an from distortion
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